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Chinese New Year: The Great Race

	Activities
	Materials
	Language

	Rules for good looking/listening/sitting
Sit in semi-circle
	· Good looking card
· Good listening card
· Good sitting card
· Where and Who Makaton signs, if known
	· Good looking
· Good listening
· Good sitting


	Hello Song
Pass the teddy to the child while saying the name
Sing hello song
Ask “who” the child is going to choose next
	· Teddy

	· Words of song
· Names of children and teachers
· “How are you today?”
· “I’m good” “I’m fine thanks”

	Name the objects
Name objects that relate to Chinese New Year. 

	· Chopsticks / lantern (made up – see below)
· Money pouch / dragon
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Animal flashcards
	· “What is this/ are these?” 
· “This is a … / These are ..”
· Lantern/chopsticks
· Dragon / red

	Activity 
Make and decorate a Chinese Lantern. What could you use to decorate the lantern… dragon, red, chopsticks, animal from the story etc
	Instructions see below
	· “What are you going to draw to decorate the lantern?”
· “Which colours are you going to use?”

	Read the story
Use the flashcards to tell the story of the Great Race using the text as a base. 
Find out what year is this year and place emphasis on that. 
	Flashcards and story below. 
Use Polish words if needed/ wanted
	· “Which animal came first etc?”
· “Which animal came next?”

	Goodbye Song
Now it’s time to say goodbye (tune of Mulberry Bush)
Give each child a flashcard. Say goodbye to each flashcard – child pops it in the bag when they hear their season
	· Bag
	· Goodbye object







The Great Race Story
A long time ago in China lived the Jade Emperor. It was his birthday. He wanted to measure time to know how old he was. All the animals arrived. The emperor decided to have a race to give a name to each year of the Chinese zodiac.
The rat and the cat couldn’t swim very well. “Could you take us across the river?”
“Yes, jump on quick!” said the ox.
They swam across the river. Then the rat pushed the cat into the water and jumped onto land.
“Well done rat! The first year will be the Year of the Rat and the second will be the Year of the Ox.”
“Look! Here’s the tiger. He is very tired. The third year will be the Year of the Tiger.”
“The rabbit can’t swim but he is very clever. The fourth year will be the Year of the Rabbit”
“Why are you late dragon? You can fly!”
“I had to make some rain for thirsty people to drink.” “Well done! The fifth year is the Year of the Dragon.”
“What’s this? I can hear a horse. No, it’s a snake. So the snake has the sixth year.”
“Well done! It is good to see you working together! The goat is eighth, the monkey is ninth and the rooster is tenth”.
“Sorry I’m late. The water is clean and I needed a bath.” “The eleventh is the Year of the Dog”
“You are the last.” “Yes, I had to eat and sleep on the way.” “The last is the Year of the Pig.”
And that is how the Emperor chose the animals for the Chinese Zodiac.

Listen to this story http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/the-great-race
Contributed by © Traditional story adapted by Sue Clarke


Chinese New Year

	PICTURE
	POLISH WORD
	ENGLISH WORD
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Make a Chinese lantern

[Fepomoncdeaueaom

You will need:
A sheet of A4 coloured card,
scissors, a stapler or sticky tape.

Cutastrp zbout Jem Fold th rest of th sheet of
card inhalflength ways.
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You can decorate your lantem any way you
hang up a ow of diferent coloured
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