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Minibeasts: Mad About Minibeasts
	Activities
	Materials
	Language

	Rules for good looking/listening/sitting

Sit in semi-circle
	· Good looking card

· Good listening card

· Good sitting card

· Where and Who Makaton signs, if known
	· Good looking

· Good listening

· Good sitting

	Hello Song

Pass the teddy to the child while saying the name

Sing hello song

Ask “who” the child is going to choose next
	· Teddy

	· Words of song
· Names of children and teachers

· “How are you today?”

· “I’m good” “I’m fine thanks”

	Introduce Minibeasts 
 “What’s in the bag?” to elicit/introduce insect names (and Makaton signs if used)
	· Toys/pictures of insects 
· bag


	· “What’s in the bag?”
· “It’s a (bee, etc).”

· Ant / butterfly
· Beetle / caterpillar
· spider

	Guessing Game
Hide/remove one of the insects while the children close eyes

Children open eyes and say and do action for the insect which is hidden/missing
	· Toys/photos of insects 
· Cloth to cover insect

	· “Which insect has gone?”
· “The bee’s gone.”

	Bingo Game
Play bingo doing actions for each insect as you draw the cards out of the bag. Get children to say ‘I have the xxxx’ while doing the action and put a counter on their board to cover the picture.
	· Bingo boards with the insects

· Counters/ cards to cover the insects on the board
	· Which insect is it?

· I have it/ I don’t have it

	Story Time*
Read “Mad About Minibeasts” . Encourage children to name and do actions for the insects as you  see them on  the page
	· “Mad About Minibeasts” by Giles Andreae
	· “Which animal is it?”
· “It’s a (caterpillar etc.).”

· Bee/beetle
· Butterfly / spider

	Goodbye Song

Now it’s time to say goodbye (tune of Mulberry Bush)

Say goodbye to each object – child pops it in the bag when they hear their object
	· Bag
	· Goodbye (insect)



*alternative titles on the topic of Minibeasts include:
Bad Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle
Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle

Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

The Crunching Munching Caterpillar (Very Noisy Picture Books) by Sheridan Cain 

The Bugliest Bug by Carol Diggory Shields
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