Martin Luther King and Civil Rights Timeline.

	1929
	January 15th.  Michael Luther King, later renamed Martin, was born in Atlanta, Georgia.  His mother, Alberta was a schoolteacher and his father, Michael (Martin) was minister in a church.

	1953
	June 18th King marries Coretta Scott.  They will have four children, Yolanda (1955), Martin (1957), Dexter (1961) and Bernice (1963).

September.  King moves to Montgomery, Alabama.

	1955
	December.  A bus boycott is launched in Montgomery after an African –American woman, Rosa Parks, is arrested for refusing to give up her seat for a white person.

	1956
	December.  After more than a year of boycotting buses and legal action, the Montgomery buses become desegregated.

	1957
	At previously all white Central high school in Little Rock, Arkansas, 1,000 soldiers are called in to protect nine black students and restore order.

	1959
	King visits India.  He had a lifelong admiration for Gandhi, and credited Gandhi’s passive resistance techniques for his civil rights successes.

	1960
	February.  Black protesters stage a sit-in at a ‘whites only’ lunch counter in Woolworths in Greensboro, North Carolina.  The protest spreads to other cafes and restaurants across the country.

	1961
	The Freedom Riders movement start.  Black and white people ride together on buses to protest about segregation on buses.  Many of them get beaten up by white people.  

	1963
	King leads protests in Birmingham, Alabama against segregated department stores.  He is arrested and put in jail.

About 250,000 people march to a rally in the centre of Wahington.  King makes his famous ‘I have a dream’ speech to the huge crowd.

	1964
	King wins the Nobel Peace Prize because of his success as a non-violent leader and protester.

Three civil rights workers are murdered in Missisipi.  Nobody is arrested for the murders, but many believe they are the work of the Ku-Klux Klan.

	1965
	February.  King and others protest about discrimination in voter registration for elections.  He is arrested and put in jail.

	1968
	April 4th.  King is shot dead in Memphis, Tennesee by James Earl Ray.
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